Skokie-Washburne PTO Meeting Agenda
January 13, 2020

Attending: Betty Weir, Maureen Chertow Miller, Ben Horwitz, Andrew Fenton, Amy Kay, Laura Rooney, Meg Moudy, Meg Riley, Libby Elliott, Brie Root, April Potterfield

I. Approve minutes

II. Principal Reports  - Betty Weir

a. School back in session; kids adjusting well.

b. Five Essential Survey administered by State of Illinois –taken today by students in grades 4-8

c. MAP testing Wednesday and Thursday.  Administrators don’t want students to get overly anxious about it.

d. Conferences coming up – parents will receive a link from advisor directly. 

e. Friday 1/17 is Teacher Institute Day comprised of committee work, team project work, collaborative projects. Afternoon will be SEL sessions with CASEL.

f. Looking to get a pulse on SEL parent prompts. Lions of Leadership brought ideas to send home to families via teachers.  Does PTO have any feedback?

III. 
Principal Report - Andrew Fenton/Ben Horwitz
a. Skating Party was a hit.

b. Five Essentials – will be held later this month. 

c. MAP Testing – similar to Skokie School.
d. Washburne Wish List - teachers are submitting requests for items approved; items should all be ordered before too long

e. Advisor Coffees – working on topic lists for second semester. Tech is big issue- PTO suggesting topics including screen time, “sexting” and how to navigate the years when some kids have phones and others don’t.
Maureen Chertow Miller  - D36 parents are invited to Wilmette screening “The Like Button” Avoca – B3 all around being a responsible person, being safe, being kind within that digital world. How we use technology at school is different from at school.  We call it “Glow Face.” Parents often don’t get to see their children using technology interactively at school, where kids are using it collaboratively in meaningful ways.

IV. Central PTO Update – Brie Root
a. Hubbard Woods – tech talk Wednesday.  
b. Teacher Gift donations – levels down at all schools, did we think it was because of the directory? Recommendation to start using targeted solicitations., e.g. Crow Island – calls every single person who does not donate. 
c. Schools getting nominated for next year’s Executive Committee slates. 
d. Trisha spoke about how district has signed inter-governmental agreement about storing storm water at Crow Island. 
e. Facilities update at next school board meeting. Polling about referendum hoping to ensure that next referendum passes. 
f. Hoping to recruit and retain best teachers in district. 
g. Second CASEL meeting held – Parent Corner piece is new going to be in future newsletters to reflect district-wide SEL initiative.  Every school in NT Township is working on SEL and collaborating with CASEL.

h. Gun safety group called Mothers Demand Action has approached Trisha about speaking to all district PTOs but were denied because gun safety is considered a political issue and Central PTO is against this.  
i. Last year, there was a problem with the way Central PTO family donations were collected via InfoSnap glitch so Skokie/Washburne weren’t able to collect the usual donation annual donation amount of $5,000. This year, this year, to make up for this shortfall and to distribute a surplus of funds, PTO is doubling its donation to Central PTO.  Central PTO will, in turn, be making a donation to the WPSF. 

V. Treasurer Report – Amy Kay
a. Wish List stuff is ordered, district sends bill to PTO quarterly – 1 item already is 5th grade field trip; Items trickling in.  
b. Grand Receipts - need to figure out. Might be overwhelming for 1 or 2 people – does current person need another hand to help?.At HW – 4 people on committee so you sign up for one or two months.  We are current leaving money on table because they cut off reimbursement for 2019 before final receipts were submitted..  Perhaps it requires a committee chair and committee members like the procedure at HW.?  Maybe add a few more spots for Grand Receipts.

c. Plenty left in budget for all end of year lunches.   
d. One lost teacher holiday check – happens every year.  Check got lost/stolen.  We were able to put a stop on check without fee. 
VI. Communications Report
a. Carlson Event –will send special email communication to publicize this 

VII. Co-Chair Report 

b. Need names for next year’s slate by next meeting
